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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 QUITO 02623 211029Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-14 ISO-OO AGRE-00 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO FRB-01 H-02 INR-10 INT-05 L-03 LAB-04 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 CTME-00 AID-05 SS-15 STR-07 
ITC-01 TRSE-00 ICA-20 SP-02 SOE-02 OMB-01 DOE-15 
/124W 

124218 221456Z/45 

R 201633Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY QUITO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7980 
INFO USDOC WASHDC 
AMCONSUL GUAYAQUIL 

UNCLAS QUITO 2623 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, EC 

SUBJECT: UNDERSECRET ARIAL TASK FORCE ON U.S. FOOTWEAR: TRADE 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR LEATHER SHOES AND BOOTS. 

REF: STATE 089279 

1 . TRADE OPPORTUNITIES FOR LEATHER FOOTWEAR ARE EXTREMELY 
LIMITED DUE TO ECUADOR'S PROHIBITIVE IMPORT RESTRICTIONS 
AND THE FACT THAT THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE ITSELF 
MANUFACTURES BOOTS FOR THE TOTAL ARMED FORCES AND 
NATIONAL POLICE. 

2. UNDER THE RESTRICTIONS. THE ONLY LEATHER OR PARTLY 
LEATHER FOOTWEAR PERMITTED ARE A) PROTECTIVE FOOTWEAR 
FOR WORKERS, AND B) SPECIAL ATHLETIC SHOES. THESE 

MAY ENTER THE COUNTRY UNDER A 40 PERCENT IMPORT DUTY. 

A 30 PERCENT SURCHARGE, A 1 PERCENT SERVICE CHARGE, AND 
A 30 PERCENT REFUNDABLE ADVANCE DEPOSIT, AS WELL AS A 
CHARGE OF 7.5 PERCENT OF THE CIF VALUE. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 QUITO 02623 211029Z 

3. GOVERNMENT TENDERS FOR FIRE DEPARTMENT SUPPLIES 
SPECIFY ' LOCAL PURCHASE". 

4. GOE TRADE STATISTICS FOR 1975, 1976 SHOW NO IMPORTS OF 
LEATHER SHOES OR BOOTS FOR THOSE YEARS. 

CORR 
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